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THE 
PRESBYTERIANS 


Clear d from the 


MURTHER 
on. 
King CHARLES L 


INC E it appears by the Addreſſes, 
FL and other Papers of the High-Church 
Party, that they endeavour to caſt an 
Odium upon the Moderate Churchmen 
and Difſenters in General, as Men of 
| E209 o Antimonarchical Principles; and charge 
— the Latter, in particular, with the 
' Murther of King CHARLES I. tis thought fit, 
in order to ſhew the falſehood of that Charge, to Re- 
rint the following Vindication of the Prefbyteriax 
iniſters, in and about London, from the unjuſt Slan- 
der caft upon them, as if they had promoted the 
bringing of the King to Capital Puniſhment. 


* 4 


1 Fs 
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'A Vindication of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in and about 
London, from the nnjuſt Aſper ſions 255 upon their for- 
mer Adings for the Parliament, as if they had promoted 
the bringing of the King to Capital Pumſhment. 


T cannot be unknown how much We, and other 
Miniſters of this City and Kingdom, that faith- 
fully adher'd to the Parliament, have injuriouſly 
ſmarted under the Scourge of evil Tongues and Pens, 


to their publick Decla- 


rations and Reſolutions. 


and Liberties of that Common- 
wealth, whereof they are Mem- 


bers, eſpecially in our Caſe; when it was declar'd by 


the Parhament, that all was at Stake, and in danger 


q 


i 


by 
* 


ever ſince the firft eruption of the unhappy Differe-„t 
ces, and unnatural War, between the King and Parli | : 
ament, for our Obedience to the Commands and Or- = 
ders of the Honorirable Houſes, in their Conteſts with — 1 
his Majeſty, and Conflicts with his Armies. , F 
We are not ignorant of the over-buſie F entermed- e 
| / : lings of Prelates, and their a 
| # This Reflection can- Party heretofore, in over-ruling J 
| not ſeem harſh from the -_ . , 2 
esd Pref. Civil-Affairs, to the great en- v 
Mouths of protels'd Prefſ= Y! a 0 
byterians , conſidering dangering of Kingdoms, and of C 
that the High-Church this 1n Particular, when private F 
Party Tay many e ge. Intereſts, ambitious Deſigns, Re- — @ 
ſhops, who are not for venge, or other ſiniſter Ends, V 
their Meaſures, engaged them beyond their t 
A Sphere. Howbeit, it cannot fc 
reaſonably (as we conceive) be deny d, that Miniſters, | 
as Subjectt, being bound to obey the Laws, and to pre- of 
ſerve the Liberties of the Kingdom, and having an A 
01 „ Intereſt in them, and the Hap- ſo 
This cannot juſtify. 1;neſs of them, as well as Others, bu 
Doctor Sacheverell, who P d h ny »28 
meddles with Aﬀairs of may and ought, (without in Wi 
State in Contradiction to curring the juſt Cenſure due to M 
both Queen and Parliu- Nuſie- Bodies and Incendiaries) ta ria 
ment, and gives the Lye appear, for preſerving the Laps th: 


to be loſt. No, nor as Miniſters oüght they to hold 
their Peace, in a Time wherein the Sins of Rulers and 
Magiſtrates, as well as Others, have fo far provok'd 
God as to kindle the Fire of his Wrath againſt his 
People. And yet, for this alone, the faithful Ser- 
vants of God have, in all Ages, thro' the malice of 
Satan and his inſtruments, been traduced as Arch. In- 
© cendiaries, when only their Accuſers are, indeed, 
guilty of both laying the Train, and of putting Fire 
dd it, to Blow np a Kingdom. 

An Ahab and. his Sycophants think none fo fit to 
bear the Odium of being the grand Tronbler of Iſrael, 
as Elijab. Thus the Popiſh device was, to charge the 
q Gun-Powder-Treaſon (had it ta- 


. X Juſt ſo do the High- 


* And, if you believe Tertallus, Fumults and Rebellions 
even a Paul is a peftilent Fellow, upon the Diſſenters, and 

a mover of Sedition throughout the 2 ge _ th 1 . 

World, a ringleader of a Sect, and owe Iocticn-Hies 8 

what not, but what he is? Vea, 

Chriſt himſelf (tho' a friend to Monarchy, even of 

Heatheniſh Rome) is proclaim'd | 

an Enemy to Cæſar, to open a + And as little do our 


. : . High- Church Addreſſers 
Way to his Deſtruction, by * tor Her Majeſty, or 


their Malice, who never cared the Proteſtant Succeſtyn. 

for the Intereſt of Ceſar. + 

„Wuherefore, altho' with ns, who have had experience 
of like Uſage, it be a ſmall thing to be thus judged of 
| © Men, when we regard only our own particular Per- 
- _ ſons: For, If they call the Maſter of the Honſe Beel-ze- 
„ bub, how much more thoſe of his Honſhold? Yet when 
1 we conſider how much it concerns the Honour of our 
9 | Maſter, and the good of All, to preſerve our Miniſte- 


a rial Function immaculate (our good Names being in 
that relation, as needful to others, as a good Conſci- 
q- | ence to our ſelves) we dare not but ſtand by, and af- 


- ſert the Integrity of our Hearts, and the Innocency 


y | Of all our Actings (in reference to the King and 
er Kingdom) for which we are ſo much Calumniated 
to, > and Traduced. This 


o 
4 
4 
o 
* 
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10 ſuch Call; but, on the 


This we are compell'd to at this time, becauſe there 
are many who very confidently (yet moſt unjuſtly) 
charge us to have been formerly inſtrumental toward 
the taking away the Life of the King. And becauſe, * 
alſo, there are others who in their ſcurrilous Paſquils © 
and Libels (as well as with their virulent Tongues) © 
preſent us to the World as a bloody, ſeditions Se&, and 
traiterous Obſtrufors of what all the godly People of the | 
Kingdom do earneſtly deſire for eſtabliſhing of Religion and 
Peace, in that we ſtick at the Execution of the King, 
while yet we are (as they falfly affirm) content to 
have him Convicted and Condemn'd « All which we muſt, 
and do from our Hearts diſclaim, before the whole World. 

For when we did firſt enage with the Parliament, 

(which we did not till called 

[| Dr, Sacheverel! and thereunto || ) we did it with _ 
the High-Courch have loyal Hearts and Affection to- 
contrary, are forbid both wards the King, and his Poſte- | 
by Queen and Parlia- Tity : Not intending the leaſt - 
ment. | hurt to his Perſon, but to ſtop | 

his Party from doing further 4 
hurt to the Kingdom; not to bring bis Majeſty to t! 
Juſtice (as ſome now ſpeak) but to put him into a bet- IL 
ter Capacity to do Fuſtice: To remove the Wicked from tj 
before him, that his Throne might be eftabliſh'd in Righte- + x 
onſzefs; which (we much fear) is the ready Way to » 
the Deſtruction of all his Kingdoms. | * 

That which put on any of us at firſt to ap- R 

ar for the Parliament was, The Propoſitions and be 
Orders of the Lords and Commons in Parliament ( Fune *th 

10. 1642.) for bringing in of Money and Plate, ath 
c. wherein they aflur'd us, that whatſoever ſhould of 
be brought in thereupon, ſhould not be at all em- tb 
ploy'd upon any other Occaſion, than to maintain i 
The Proteſtant Religion; the King's Authority; his * 
Perſon in his Royal Dignity, the free Courſe of Juſtice; co: 
the Laws of the Land; the Peace of the Kingdom; and P. 
the Priviledges of Parliament, agarnſt any Force which Cs 
ſhall Oppoſe them, | ibs 

And | | 


1 


* = LIE AS r | 


9 

And in this we are Daily confirm'd and encou- 
7 rag'd more and more, by their many ſubſequent De- 
dclarations and Proteſtations, which we held our ſelves 


* 


bound to believe, knowing many of them to be God- 
ly and Conſcientious Men, of Publick Spirits, zea- 
3 louſly promoting the Common 
Good, and labouring to free this 
* Kingdom from Tyranny and Sla- 
very, which ſome evil Inſtru- : 
ments about the King, endeavour'd to bring upon the 
Nation. f. 
As for the preſent Actings at Weſtminſter, ſince the 
Time that ſo many of the Members were by force 
» Secluded, divers Imprifon'd, and others thereupon 
- withdrew from the Houſe of Commons : (and, there not 
being that Con junction of the two Houſes, as hereto- 
fore, ) We are wholly unſatisfy'd therein, becauſe we 
- conceive them to be ſo far from being warranted by 
ſucfficient Authority, as that in our apprehenſions 
ner they tend to an actual Alteration (if not Subverſion) of 
to that which the honourable _— of Commons, in their 
het · Declaration of April 17. 1646. have Taught us to call 
rom + the Fundamental Conſtitution and Government of this 
hte - Kingdom, which they therein aſſure us (if we under- 
to + ſtand them) they would never alter. | 
: Yea, we hold our ſelves bound in duty to God, 
ap- Religion, the King, Parliament, and Kingdom, to profels 
and before God, Angels, and Men, That we verily believe 
une that which is fo much fear'd to be now in agitation, 
late, the taking away the Life of the King, in the preſent Way 
ould of Tryal, is, Not only not agreeable to the Word of God, 
em- the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, (never yet ſlain d 
ain with the leaſt drop of the Blood of a Ring) or the fundamen- 
bis tal Conſtitution and Government of this Kingdom; but 
Ucez contrary to them, as alſo to the Oath of Alegiance; the 
and Proteſtation of May 5. 1641. and the Solemn League and 
pbich Covenant: From all, or any of which Engagements, we 
2 nad not any Power on Earth able to ahſolve Us or Others. 


T As our Tory Ad- 
dreſſers and Sacheverel- 
lites now do. 
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In which laſt we have Sworn (with Hands lifted 3 
up to the moſt High God) That we ſhall with ſmcerity, 
reality, and conſtancy, in on» ſeveral V ocations, endeavour, 
with our Eftates and Lives, mutually to preſerve and defend 
the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliaments, and the 
Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve and defend the 
King's Majeſties Perſon and Authority, in the defence of . 
the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms : That? 
the World may bear Witneſs with our Conſciences of our® 
Loyalty, and that we have no Thoughts or Intentions to f. 
diminiſh his Majeſty's juſt Power and Greatneſs. 2 

And we are yet further ty'd by another Article of £ 


* This was not like 
thoſe in our Days, who 
ſwore to Paſſive-Obedi- 
ence, and acted contrary 
to it; when their own 
Intereſt came to be 
touch'd ; and not only fo 
but lick it up again, and 
Play it againſt the Gou- 
verment, becauſe they 
cannot have all the Places 
of Power and Profit in the 
Hands of their Faction, 
for every one knows that 
the Heads of the Colledges 
at Oxon were among the 
firſt who Sign'd the A o- 
ciation to land by the 
Prince of Orange, tho? 
now their Fa#ion damn 
the Practice. 


fer our ſelves, dire@ly, or indirect. 


[waſion or Terror, to be divided, 


ſame, according to our Fower, again 


ever. And this we have no 
only taken our ſelves, but moſt of us have, by Com 
mand of the Parliament, adminiſterd it to oth 
whom we have thereby drawn 1n to be as deep as 


(8) 


7 
| 


h 
the ſame Covenant; Not to ſuf- wy} 


( 
ly. by whatſoever Combination, Per- yy, 
Y 
or withdrawn from this bleſſed gþ 
Union and Conjugftion , whether g 
to make defectiom to the contra 1 
Party, or to give our ſelves to « ye; 
deteftable Indifferency, or Neutra gf 
lity in this Cauſe, which ſo muci'g]/ 
concerns the glory of GOD, th Fa 
good of the Kingdoms, and honou'En 
5 the King: But ſhall all thy 
ays of our Lives, zealouſly an gi 


conſtantly contiuue therein again Ar. 


all Oppoſition, and promote thy 


all Lets and Impediments what 0 


ſelves in this publick Engagement. * | 


Therefore, according 


in the Name of the Great God (to whom all mu 
give a ſtrict Account) Warn and Exhort all who e 
ther more immediately belong to our reſpec 
| 5 Charge! 


to that our Covenant, we dat 


es, or any way depend on our Miniſtry, or 


ted Fo whom we have adminiſter d the ſaid Covenant 
ay, that we may not by our Silence ſuffer them to run 


Hels, or Agreement of the Peo- 

ple x, which directly tends to 
le of dhe utter Subverſion of the 
 ſuj- whole Frame of the 3 


. Fovernment of the Land, and 


ir 
Fer. wakes way for an uni ver ſal To- 
ided 1 f h Herefies and Blaſ- 
lefſes phemies, (directly contrary 
et he eur Covenant, if they can 
tr) but get their Abettors to co- 
to i yer them under a falſe Guiſe 
tra of the Chriſtian Religion) as 


upon that highly provoking Sin of Ferure: ) to 

ep Cloſe to the Ways of God, and the Rules of 
Religion, the Laws, and their Vows, in their con- 
Fant maintaining the true Reformed Religion, the 
xndamental Conſtitution, and Government of this King- 
om, not ſuffering themſelves to be ſeduc'd from it, 
by being drawn in to ſubſcrie the late Mo- 


* Declared by both 
Honſzs { tor the Sub- 
ſtance of it) to be De- 
ftruFive to the Being of 

be 


Parliaments, and to : 


Fundamental Government 


ft he Kingdom, in Dec. 
1647, Fes, Condemned 
he tetolore by the Gene- 
ral, and his Council of 
War, and one of the 


Soldiers ſhot to Death 
far promoting it. 


mucl alſo in preſerving the Priviledges of both Houſes of Par- 
„tb Fament, and the Union between the two Nations of 


on England and Scotland t; to 
th mourn bitterly for their own 
y anzins, the Sins of the City, 
gain Army, Parliament and King- 


Our High-sfiyers 
ſtrike at all Tries now 
by their Addreſſes. 


te th om, and the woful Miſcarriages of the King him- 
gain elf (which we cannot but acknowledge to be ma- 


Oo 


bat oy, and very great) in his Government, that have 
{ the Three Kingdoms ſo dear, and caſt him 


Comgown from his Excellency into an horrid Pit of 


therFiſery, almoſt beyond Example. 


And to pray 


as ouMat God would both give him effectual Repentance, 
ind ſanctify that bitter N of divine Diſpleaſure, 


we Chat the divine Providence 


ath pur into his Hand; 
allo that God would ** | the 


Violence of Men, 


—— — 
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(10) 
that they may not dare to draw upon themſelves, and the i 
Kingdom, the Blood of their Sovereign. a 
And now we have good Reaſon to expect that F, 
they who brought us under ſuch a Bond, and there- I 
by led us into the Neceſſity of this preſent Vindi- 4 
cation and Manifeſtation of our-Judgments, and [ 


Diſcharge of our Conſciences, ſhould defend ns in 
it. However, we reſolve rather to be of their 
Number that tremble at his Terrors who is a conſu. 
ming Fire, and will not fail 

Lev. 26. Ezek. 179. to avenge the Quarrel of bi» 
2 Sam. 217. Covenant, upon all that con 
temn it, then to be found 
among thoſe who deſpiſe the Oath by breaking bis CE 
venant, ( after lifting up the Hand) altho it had beet 
made but in civil Things only, and that with th 
worſt of Men. 5 oy 
C. Burges, D. D. Preacher of the Word of God 1..; 
St. Pauls, London. P. 


2 
William Gouge, D. D. Paſtor of St. Am, in Black 


ryars. Ct 
Edmund Stanton, D. D. Paſtor of Kingſton. . 
Tho. Temple, D. D. Paſtor of Batterſey. Fc 
Geo. Walker, Paſtor of St. John the Evangeliſt. 
Edm. Calamy, Paſtor of St. Mary in Aldermanbury. 7 
Fer. Whitaker, Paſtor of St. Mary Magdalen Bermondſe 
Day. Cawdry, Miniſter of St. Martins in the Fields T7 
Will. Spurſtow, Miniſter of St. John Hackney. Y Y, 
La. Seaman, Paſtor of Allhallows, in Bread-ftreet. FF 
Simeon Aſhe, "Miniſter of St. Michael Baſingſbaop. 
Tho. Caſe, Miniſter of St. Mary Magdalen, Mill. ſtre 
Nicholas Proffet, Minifter at Fo ers. 4 
Thom. Thorowgood, Miniſter of Crayford. '4/ 
Edward Corbett, Miniſter of Croyden. , 
Hen. Roborough, Paſtor of St. 7 eonards, in E Tz; 


-— 
a 
— 


Art bur Fackſon, Paſtor of St. Michaels, in Hood. ſtre Fe 
a. Nalton, Paſtor of St. Leonards, in Foſter- lane. Be 


"Tho. Cawton, Paſtor of St. Bartholomew by the E 
change. Char 


. 


| (11) 

d theGbarles Offfpring, Paſtor of St. Ant holint. 

a. Clark, Miniſter of St. Bennet Fink. 

that Fo. Vall, Miniſter of St. Michael in Cornhill. 

here- Fran. Roberts, Paſtor of the Church at Auſtins. 

indi- Mat. Haviland, Paſtor of Trinity Pariſh. 

and 15 Sheſſeld, Miniſter of St. Swithins at London- 

us in Stone. | 
their Vill. Harriſon, Miniſter of St. Hemet Grace- Church. 

conſu-William Jexkyn, Miniſter of Chriſ- Church in Surry , 

t fail He was Condemn'd to Dye for King Charles the 

f biz Second, who ſuffer'd him to Dye in Newgate for 
con Non. conformity. þ 

found Fobn Viner, Paſtor of St. Botolph Aldgate. 

2s Co-Elidad. Blackwell, Paſtor of St. Andrew Underſhaft. 

1 beer John Crofſe, Miniſter of St. Matthew in Friday-/treet, 
h th Jobn Fuller, Miniſter of St. Botolph without Biſho, [- 
Fate. Y 50 | 

William Taylor, Paſtor of St. Stephen in Coleman- 
od i frreet. 5 5 5 
Peter Witham, Paſtor of St. Alban in Vood. fret. 
Blaci Fran. Peck, Paſtor of Nich. Aconn. | 

Chriſtopher Love, Paſtor of St. Am within Alderſ gate, 

Who loſt his Life for K. Charles. 35 
| cob Wallis, Miniſter of St. Martin in Ironmongey- 
—_ =”: 7 2 == 
ury. Io. Watſon, Paſtor of St. Stephens in Walbrook. 
nondſe Mill. Wickins, Paſtor of St. Andrew Hubbard. 
ields:Tho. Manton, Miniſter of Stoke-Newington. 

4 ho. Gouge, Paſtor of St. Sepulchers. 
ill. Blackmore, Paſtor of St. Peters in Corubill. 
w. Fobert Mercer, Miniſter of St. Brides. 
IE. tr 14 Robinſon, Paſtor of St. Mary Voolnot h. 

FZobn Glaſcock, Miniſter of St. Andrew Underſhaft. 
Io. Vhately, Miniſter of St. Mary Woolcburch. 
Fonathan Llende, Paſtor of St. James at Garlick- 


cet. 


ches Hithe. | 

od 25 Wells, Paſtor of St. Olaves in the Old- Jury. 
lane. Ben. Needler, Paſtor of St. Margaret Moſes, 

the E B 2 Nath. 


Char 


* 
2 
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U (12) 
| | | | Nath. Staniforth, Miniſter of St. Mary ao 
7 

| 


Dowgate. | 
Stephen Watkins, Miniſter of st. Mary Overiet. 
It Facob Tice, Paſtor of St. Botolph at Billing ſgate 7 

1 John Stileman, Miniſter of St. Mary at Raban. 'F 
ö Jofias Bull, Paſtor of North Gray: o 
+ 


1 Jonathan Devereux, late Miniſter of St. Buben ; 


. Holbourn. 

Lily Paul Ruſſel, Preacher at St. Fob Hackney. 

| # 1 | Joſiah 155, Miniſter of the Word. 

— E Barham, Paſtor of St. Helens, near Biſhop/ 1 
| | | gate, | 4 


Theſe er: were ſincere in what they profeſsd 7 
and did it boldly without mincing the Matter in 
the Face of the Uſurpers, and their victorious Ar 
41 my, when the hy was in no Condition to defen 
Himſelf, and mich leſs to protect or reward them | 
Fi and tho” he had declar'd an irreconcileable Aver 4 
| ſion to Brofbyterian Government. They ſuffer'd, 2 
chearfully as they proteſted, boldly Þr the Kin 4 
and Conſtitution, and ſeveral of em were Cor 
demn'd to Death for it. They did not prevaricat 
nor ſwear cbntrary'to what they wrote-or preach'c @ 
as Dr. Sacheverell did at his Trial; nor could ty 
__ in ea Faſts and Thankſgiving s of Oliver-a 


1 0 8 to their Principles, tho — 
* for it, as Sacheverell and bis Faction d 
now join in the Office of the 5th of November, & 
contrary to their Doctrine of Paſtve- Obedience, | 
which they have rais'd a Rebellion againſt the Quee 
and keep up a Ferment in the Kingdom again! 
Her Adthinitration, tho' ſhe has exceeded all HY 
Predeceſſors in Kindneſs to the Church. 8 


hl Sz. 
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N. B. The Original, We in 1648. is to 
{een at Mr. Braggs. 


(13) 
» 09 That what thoſe Men ſaid, was not only the 
gBenſe of the Preſbyterian Miniſters in and about the 
City, but of all of their Way in England, appears 
1 ſufficiently by the Secluding of the Preſbyterzan 
the. | Members out of the Parliament by Military Fo ce, 
becauſe Oliver and his Party knew they could ine- 
drew: ver carry their Deſign againſt the King's Perſon, 
Zand the Monarchy, while they continu'd to Sit 
there; for ſo reſolute were the Preſbyterians to pre- 
ſerve both his Life and Government, that their 
ſhop] Intereſt carry'd it in the Houſe of Commons by a 
great Majority 3 That the Anſwers of the King to the 
8 pets of both HFouſes were a Ground for the Houſes 
feſs' d "zo proceed npon for the Settlement of the Peace of the 
ter u Ningdom. And tis remarkable, that they carry'd 
1s Ar this Vote at the very Time when the Army was 
lefen Marching againſt them; and threaten'd them, if 
them "they did not Vote the King's Propoſitions to be un- 
Aver Tatisfactory ; and that they were alſbo under the 
r'd, 2 Iiſcouragement of being deſerted by 244 Members, 
| —. Who ſtay d out of the Houſe while the Vote was 
Cor 
ricat! 


_ che 4th of December, 1648, never ſeen nor known 
d the e e 
er an When the Army came lip, they were ſo much 
perf iſſatisfy d with that Vote, ahd the Meyibers who 


Farry U it, that they ſent ſeveral Regiments of 


er, &. Horſe and Foot to guard the Doors of the Houle, 
nce, bind forcibly Seiz d Mr. Pryun, and other Members, 
Queeſſts they were going to the Houſe, and pull'd Colo- 
again ipel Hirch out of it, as he enter'd the Door, in the 


HW 1ew of the Speaker. 

Upon this the Houſe ſent the Serjeant to de- 
hand their Members, and refus'd to proceed in 
Iny Buſineſs till they were diſcharg'd, which was 
poſitively refus'd. This, as Mr. Fynn juſtly ob- 
Jerves, was levying an open War againſt the Par- 
Thaſiament, and by Conſequence Treaſon, according 

: to 
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(44) | 
to the Declaration, and Remonſtrance of the Army 
themſelves. The Members who were thus ſeiz d 
were barbarouſly treated, and kept Priſoners, under 
Guards, in publick Houſes, without any tolerable 
Accommodation of Diet or Lodging. By this ? 
Means 20 Members were forcibly excluded, fo 
that there were not above 45 or 5 Commons, and 
three or four Lords, who were under the Terror 

of the Army, or in Confederacy with them, that 

voted the Treaty with the King to be diſhonoura- 
ble and deſtructive. pr 2 | 1 
Thus it appears, that the Trial, and the Murther 
of the King, was not the Act of the Nation, nor 
of their Repreſentatives, but the Act of a Party of 
wretched Men, who were as far from being true Pro- 
teſtants, as they were from being true Subjects; fo that e 
there's no reaſon that the Murther of the King 1 
Mould be charg'd upon the whole Nation, or upon «t 
any Party of Proteſtants of what Denomination ſo- a 
0 


4 


ever, ſince it proceeded only from the fanatick ' 

Rage of a few Miſcreants, as tis expreſs'd in the 
12th of Charl. ii. Cap. 30, | Me 
Tis likewiſe known, that the Kingdom of Scot- t 
land, where Preſbytery was then Eftabliſh'd as now, u 
rais'd an Army to ſet the King at Liberty, who I. 
was Impriſon'd contrary to the Treaty made with h 
that Nation, when their Army deliver'd him up «th 
at Newcaſtle, on Condition that he ſhould be ho- R 
nourably , Treated, and nothing determin'd about 77 

him without the Conſent of the Parliaments of 
both Nations, and tis as well known, that both the fic 
Church and Parliament of Scotland proteſted againſt m 
bis Impriſonment and Tryal, and labour'd all they to 
cou'd to effect a Reconciliation betwixt his Maje-#th 
ſty and the Parliament of England; and their Com- the 
miſſioners at Newcaſtle, before he was deliver'd up we 
by their Army, repreſented to his Majeſty on their we 
Knees the Danger that wou'd accrue to his Per. ſec 
ſon, his Poſterity, and the Monarchy, if he did an- 
no! 


[! 
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(15) 
not agree to the Propoſitions made by the Parlia- 
d ments of both Kingdoms: But his Majeſty, who 
r + had all along been diſſuaded by the High-Church 
e 


e Party from accommodating Matters with the Par- 
is liament, was at that time unhappily prevail'd up- 
ſo on, by at hot-headed Clergyman, let out of the Tower 


d on purpoſe by Oliver, to reject thofe Propoſals z 
or and deluded with Promiſes, That the Army would 
at reſtore him to his Throne on more honourable 


a- Terms than thoſe propos d by the Parliaments of 
both Nations. Nay, after his Majeſty was taken 
er from Holmby, by Cornet Joyce, with a Detachment 
or of the Army, contrary to the Treaty between the 
of two Nations, he continu'd to be fo far impos'd up- 
ro- on by thoſe deceitful Promiſes, that he would not 
nat endeavour his Eſcape from Hampton-Conrt ; nor af- 
ing terwards from Cariſbrook-Caftle, in the Iſl: of Wight, 
von tho Colonel Bampfield had, by the Advice of the 
ſo- Preſbyterians, and others of the Kings Friends laid 
tick down an infallible Way to effect it. The reaſon 
the of which, as the Colonel informs us in his Apolo- 
* BY was the Kings being perſwaded that neither 
Scoft- the Parliament, nor the Army, betwixt whom there 
ow, Was then an open Breach could ſecure their own 
who Intereſt, without including his, ſo that the Colonel 
with had no other Reward for thoſe good Services, but 
n up the endangering his Life by the Enemy, and being 
ho- *Reproach'd by the High-Church Party, as a Preſbyte- 
bout * 77a", tho' he was not of that Perſwaſion. 
ts of *Tis alſo evident, by the Anſwer of the Commiſ- 


h the ſioners of the Kingdom of Scotland to the Parlia- 
ainſt ment of England, upon the new Propoſitions of Peace 
they to be ſent to his Majeſty, printed in 1647, that 
Maje-ythe Parliament of Scotland thought the Offers which 
Com- the King made in his Meſſage from Cariſbrook-Caftle, 
24 up were very Satisfactory ; and to ſhew how tar they 
their were from Antimonarchical Principles, they expreſ- 
Per ſed themſelves thus: That the King, his Poſterity, 
je dic * Crown, ſhould for ever be diveſted of all Right and 


no Power 


4 

: 
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Power of the Militia, is different from our Judgment; 
for if the Crown haus no Power of the Militia, how can | 
they be able to reſiſt their Enemies, and the Enemies of the © 
Kingdom; protect their Subjects; or keep Friendſhin or 
Correſpundence with their Allies? All Kings,by their Royal 
Office and Oath of Coronation, are oblig d to protect their 
Laws and Subjects It were ftrange then to ſeclude the 
Crown for ever from the Power of doing that, which by 
the Oath of Coronation they are oblig'd to perform, and 
the Obedience wherennto, falleth within the Oath of Al. 4 
legiance. And certainly, if the King, and bis Poſteri- % 
ty, ſhall bave no Power in making Laws, nor in the 
Militia, it roots up the ſtrongeſt Foundation of Honour 
and Safety which the Crown affords ; and will be inter- 
preted, in the Eyes of the World, to be a Wreſtling of 
the Scepter and Sword out of their Hands. It is very 
far from our Deſires, that Monarchy ſhauld be at the, 
abſolute Heighth of an arbitrary and tyramical Power ;g 
neither deſire we juſt Monarchical Power to be vrong d 
and render d Contemptible, but to have ſuch a goldengy 
Mediocrity, as * may be able to protect their Subjeds ge 
and oppoſe their Enemies, according to the fundameng 
tal Laws, and ancient Conſtitution of the Kingdom. 
Ihe Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly o 
the Church of Scotland did likewiſe, in the Nam 
of that Church, proteſt againſt the Proceedings 1 
England againſt the King, the Houſes of Parliament, 
and the Conſtitution, as appears by their Papen h, 
printed at Edinburgh, bearing Date the 15th of 2 7 
wary, 1645, wherein they have theſe remarkably 
Expreſlions: We plead not for Tyranny, or arbitran 
Power, either in Kings or Parliaments, neither are 
to own or juſtify any Man in his Sin; but we reme mb 
what Adver ſaries have many times caſt upon both King 
doms, and what both have oftner than once printed a 
publiſh d to the World for their Vindication : but if aj 
ter jo many publick Profeſtoms, and ſclemn Atteſtatiogh, 
to the contrary, the Fuundation ſhal! be razed, Monaſſh: 
chy be deſiroy'd, and Parliaments ſubverted by an 5 

| Smart; 
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ta 5 Yo and pretended Agreement of the People , 
can 2 deſtroy the League and Covenant, and cauſe 


the the Adverſary to blaſpbeme and inſult, ſo it cannot but 
ge the Cauſe of y Miſeries and Calamities tu theſe 
Hal Kingdoms, And a little lower they ſay, Were it net 
** etter to (preſerve Monarchy, and the Priviledges f Par- 


PFament, walking in tbe Middle betwixt Tyraymy: and 
narohy, betwixt arbitrary Government and Confuſan. 
The Parliament of Scotland concur'd with the 
A ſſembly, as appears by their Paper dated the Sth 
of Famary, 1645; wherein they Vindicate them- 
| Ives from a Calumny caſt upon them, as if they 
our fad concur'd with the Proceedings of the Army in 
nter. England againſt the King and Parliament; and de- 
13 08 are, That the Eſtates of the Parliament of, Scot- 
very and, after diligent Enquiry of all their Members, 
t theß upon their ſolemn and publick Oath, concerning 
we? themſelves and others, that they cou'd not find 
ong'd hat Kingdom, or any Perſon in it, had any 
Knowledge of, or Acceſſion to the late Proceed- 
gngs of the Engliſh Army, in Relation to'theKing's 
Perſon, or the Houſes, or reſtrain d Members 
hereof ; but on the contrary, as ſoon as the Scotch 
arliament met, and heard of thoſe Proceedings, 


hey ſent Inſtructions to their Commiſſioners in 
28S M, zland, founded upon the Obligations and Decla- 
ame rations made between and by both Kingdoms, of 


Papen zvhich the Matter of Fact was fully expreſs d in 
pf Jan the Paper given in by their Commiſſioners to the 
oufe of Commons on the 6th of January, to preſs 
Delay of all thoſe Proceedings againſt the King's 
erſon, the Prince's Right of Succeilion, or the 
"Fundamental Government of the Kingdom, until 
cot land ſhou'd preſent their Intereſt and Deſires, 
and in Caſe of Proceedings to the contrary. that 
5 hey ſhould declare their Diſſent in the Name of 
he Kingdom of Scotland, and proteſt, That as 
that Nation was free from all Knowledge of, or 
cceſton to thoſe Deſigns and Practices, fo they 
Smax C might 
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| (618) 
* might be fr ee of. all the Calamities, Miſeries and 

* Confuſions, which might thereupon follow to thoſeg 

* diſtracted Kingdoms. The Church of Scotlandg 


wrote at the ſatne Time to the Miniſters of they 
Province of London to the like Effect. ati 


it appears alſo by the Memoirs of the Dukes d 
Hamilton, writ by Dr. Burnet, nou / Lord Biſhop d 
Sarum, That the Preſbyterzans in the Parliament d 
England intended the King's Good, but were mile 
© ken in judging that the Parliament, wherein theft 
© were moſt numerous, wou'd never be diſobey'd bi 
the Army, the Confidence of which was the Cauigh 
© of their letting the Scots Army be ſent home, *tinf 
* which time the oppoſit Party in Parliament __ 


* under them, bat the Scots Army was no ſooner gong 
than the Engliſh Amy acted what had been project 
© before, but moſt induſtriouſiy conceal'd from the Freſiag 
© terians. Memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton; p. 3 4 
| Theſe Proceedings of the Church and State qlla 

| Scotland are fo much the more remarkable, and te 
I ſtronger Proof of their diſintereſted Loyalty, beg 
$18 cauſe (as appears by the ſame Memoirs) the King 
"| did poſitively refuſe them the Satisfaction they i 
ſiſted on in Matters of Religion. Yet the Duke 


F Hamilton, in his Inſtructions to Mr. Leſley, who wit 
Wt fent with a Meflage to the King, p. 22.. acquaintq 
(114K his Majefty, © 'Fhat the general Aſſembly, and tif 


© Miniſters from their Pulpits declar'd daily again 
* thofe Proceedings of the:Engliſh Army: 653 
It appears alſo, p. 344, that the Scots an fl 


ners, with 50 Horſe, offer'd to reſcue the King fr 
the Guard that was ſet upon him at Hampton-Cou 

but he refus'd it, becauſe he had engag'd not 
If! leave the Army without giving them Advert! 
7 ment. After which they advis'd him to retire 
Berwick, and aſſur'd him, if he would give the Schſt! 


— 
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Satisfaction in Point of Religion, he was Maſter e) 
Jil * that Kingdom, but inſtead of that his Majeſty . 
| ; tir d to the Ie of Wight, to the great Griet of 


Scotis 
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(19) | 3 
and gcottiſʒi Commiſſioners, who wrote to him, that his 
thoſezoing thither had diſabl'd them to ſerve him, and 
tland&xpreſs'd their Sorrow that he had put himſelf in- 
f'thew ſuch Hands. They afterwards acquainted him 
Ff the Deſign againſt his Life, of which they had 
telligence from the Clerk of the Committee, where 
Was reſolv'd to make him a cloſe Priſoner ; and 
Weſs'd him again to fatisfy the Scots in Point of 
ligion, which would engage that whole Nation 
his Intereſt. They afterwards waited upon his 
| bMajeſty at the Ile of Wight, after proteſting againſt 
Cauithe hard Terms, which the new modell'd Parliament 
e, tip England had propos'd to him, and notwithſtandin 
ouch his Majeſty's Stiffneſs in refuſing them the defir'd 
r gonggtisfaction about Religion, they there concluded a 
rojeckaſeaty with him, to raiſe an Army for his Reſcue 
Pre/09md Re-eſtabliſhment, which was accordingly done 
P- 1 D. of Hamilton, who at the ſame 1 ime de- 


tate odlar'd for the ſolemn League and Covenant; *tis 


and tee, this had no Succeſs, but his Majeſty's Refuſal 
ty, bi ſatisfy the Nation in Point of Religion, did ve- 
e Kin much contribute to it, for that divided the Scots 


hey whong themſelves. Nor did the Engl Cavaliers join 
> Duke according to their Promiſe, with ſuch Num- 
as he expected. However, after the King's Mur- 
r the Parliament of Scotland, upon the firſt News 
it, they proclaim'd his eldeſt Son King Charles the 
agamlÞ as appears by their Proclamation of the 5th of Feb. 
43, and engag'd in his Quarrel, but with as bad Suc- 
omiſl{ as they attempted to reſcue and reſtore his Father, 
ing tro which his Majeſty's own Conduct was chiefly to 
ton-Comme, becauſe the Nation being convinc'd by. too 
d not dent Proofs that he aver de to perform 
dvertihat he had promis d them, they were thereby di - 
retire Wed; and by Conſequence diſabl'd from acting 
the Schſth that Vigour and Unanimity which otherwife 
Maſter ey might have done. This expos'd them as a Prey 


ajeſty the Uſarper and his Army, which ended in 2 
et of Subverſion of the Monarch. 
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Tis proper here alſo to take Notice, That the 
Preſoyterians in the North of Ireland did equally de- 
clare againſt the Trial and Murther of K. Charles © 
the Iſt. And it appears by all the Hiſtories of * 
thoſe Times, that Oliver and his Party were under 
2.continual Jealouſy of the Preſbyterians in England, 
and not without reaſon, ſince they were known to 
be true to the Intereſt of the Crown; proteſted a. 
gainſt the Meaſures of the Uſurper's; and refus'd 
to join in their Faſts and Thankſgivings, for which 
Mr. Love, a Preſbyterian Miniſter, was Condemn'd 
to Dye, and no Interceſſion could prevail for him 
ſo that he was Executed on Tower Hill. Mr. Jen 
irs, who died a .} riſoner in Newgate for his N 


- 


conformity, was at the ſame Time condemn'd wit! 
him. Sir George Booth, a Preſbyterian, did likewiſt 
raiſe an Army in order to reſtore K. Charles the 8e 
cond, but without. Succeſs, becauſe not duly ſup 
ported by the Cavalier s. 3 1 ö 


1 


When General Monk undertook the Reſtoratio 
of the King, tis very well-known, that he form 
that Deſign firſt in Scotland, whoſe Concurrence 
was ſure of, and obtain'd Money from their Cor 
vention for that End. He was likewiſe. ſo ſenſibb 
of the Inclinations of the Freſhyterians of Exglandd 
concur with him, that when he came up with h 
Army, 7 London, n hg for ſettling : | mod 
rate Preſbytery.. as ars by his Speech to the Men 
bers of . - Whitehall, the 2 ſt J 
February, 1659, for he knew that the-Preſbyteri® 
Intereſt in the Kingdom was the chief Thing th 
could ballance the. oppoſite Parti. 
When K. Charles the IId return d, he qum d til 
Preſbyteriani to have been the principal Inſtrumel 
Who e Meuse and bra ancient 8 5 
As Appears hy his Speech to the Lords, July the 27. 
1600, to Nin, Mere paſſing the Act of Olivi. 
herein he has theſe remarkable Words, My Lord 


o - , 


If yon do not join with me in exſtiogriſhing ti 
x | $ | £2 


| 2 | 
fear, which keeps the Hearts of Men apprehenſive 
7 © of Safety and Security; Fa keep me from perfor- 
ming my Promiſe, which if I had not made, I am 
s of © © perſwaded, that neither you nor I had been now 
| "how. I pray let's not deceive thoſe who brought, or per- 
* © mitted us to come together, . And in his Declaration 
about Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, p. 5. he ſays, * While 
we were in Holland, we were attended by many 
grave and learned Miniſters from hence, who wee 
* Pb upon as the moſt able and principal Aſſertors of 
© the Preſbyterian Opinions. And to our great Sa- 
” © tisfaFion and Comfort, found them Perſons full of Af- 
> * feftion to us, of Zeal for the Peace of the © burch and 
= © State, and neither Enemies to Epiſcopacy, nor the 
iti © Liturgy, but modeſtly to deſire ſuch Alterations in either, 
ii © as, without ſhaking the Foundations, might beſt allay 


land, dated at V hiteball the 1oth of Auguſt, 1660, 
That he had receiv'd full Information of their Senſe 
of his Sufferings, and of their conſtant Affection 
and Loyalty to his Perſon and Authority; that 
dhe was very well ſatisfy'd with their Addreſs, and 
with the Carriage of the Generality of the Mini- 
i ſters of Scotland in this Time of Trial; therefore 
t he aſlur'd them that he wou'd protect and preſerve 
the Government of the Church of Scotland, as it 
* was ſettl'd by Law without Violation. This Let- 
ter was Counterſign'd by. the E. of Lauderdale, and 
ſent down by Mr. James Sharp, who was afterwards 
made Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, and at that very 
Time laid the Plan to betray the Preſbyterians in 
Scotland, tho his Majeſty had promis d their Go- 
vernment {hou'd be inviolable. | 
:;.7Twere eaſy to add many more undeniable Proofs, 
that the Preſbyterians in all the Three Nations did 
pppoſe the Trial and Murther of K. Charles, and the 


Over - 


. 


22) | 
overthrow of the Monarchy, and we have King 
Charles the TId's own Word for it, that they w 
the chief Inſtruments of his Reſtoration. ' © 

Nor was it the Preſbyterzans alone, but even ſom 
of the chief of thoſe of other Denominations, now t 
call'd Diſſenters, who contributed towards it, by re- 
ſtoring the Parliament according to the old Conſti- 3 
tution, which Oliver and his Party had ſubverted. 


This appears by the Lord-General Fleetwood's An- 
ſwer to the humble Repreſentation of Col. Morley, 


and ſome other late Officers of the Army, wherein 


he declares his Judgment and Conſcience, what is 


the good Old-Canſe, and for a free Parliament, as 


the only Expedient for England's Settlement, prin- T1 


ted Nov. 8, 1659. wherein he alſo profeſſes his 
Repentance for concurring with thoſe who put that 
Force upon the Parliament of 1648, as abovemen- 
tion'd, and declares for the ancient Conſtitution of 
King, Lords and Commons, according to the Oaths 
and Covenants, which the Nations lay under. 
This is more than ſufficient to ſhew, That the 
civil War was occaſion d by the arbitrary Meaſures 

which the High-Church Party put K. Charles the It | 
upon; that *twas they alſo who chiefly hinder d his 


Majeſty from coming to an Accommodation wit 


the Parliament, which wou'd have prevented his 
Murther, and the Subverſion of the Monarchy. yx 
this *tis likewiſe evident, That the Preſbyterians of 
both Nations drew their Swords in his Quarrel, 
and for the - Reſtoration of his Son and the Monar- 
chy, when the Cavaliers, or High- Church Party, were 
capabl- of doing little more than drinking their 
Health, or making ſome mad and petty Efforts, 
which did more hurt than good to the Royal Cauſe. 
This is enough to ſhew, That the main Body of 


the ancient Difſenters were never tainted with An- 


timonarchical Principles , but were always conſtant 
Friends to the Government by King, Lords and 
Commons; and as it appears by General Fleetwood's 
8 Letter, 


(23) 
Letter, even the Army, which had been ſo much 
abus d and miſled by Oliver, and other ſelf. deſign- 
ing Men, came at laſt fo far to recover their Senſes, 
e as to concur in reſtoring our Old Conſtitution, tho 
the main Body of em conſiſted of ſuch Men as are 
now call'd Diſfenters. ; bus”, 

For the Behaviour of thoſe who have been call'd 
by that Name, ſince their Concurrence with the 
moderate Churchmen, under the general Name of 
I big, to ſupport our Conſtitution by King, Lords 
Band Commons; has been ſo evident, that Malice it 


is "Fſelf can't deny it; for tho they oppos'd Tyranny 
as in all its Forms, during the Reign of K. Charles, and 
n- K. James the IId, yet it appear'd plain by their 
is Behaviour at the Revolution, when they had a fair 


at Opportunity to have declar'd for a Commonwealth; 
n- Shad their Inclinations led them to that ſort of Go- 
of vernment, that they had no ſuch Thing in their 
Thoughts, but were the chief Inſtruments of pre- 

ſerving the Monarchy upon the old Foot of Britiſh 
he by Liberty, as they have been ſince of ſecuring it with 


_ 


75 due Limitations in the Proteſtant Line. Whereas 
i" 


#ſome of the Leaders of the/Party who now charge 
nis them with Republican Principles, were for filling the 


th Throne with a Regent, inſtead of ſetting K. V illiam 
1is and Q. Mary upon it. | . 

3y Nor can it be deny'd, That ever ſince the Revo- 
of lution the Whigs have continu'd firm and ſtedfaſt to 
el, the Monarchy, and have been ready on all Occaſi- 
ar- ons to defend it againſt Invaſions from abroad, and 
Tre Plots from within, while many of the Higb- Church 
eir Party, who Libel them as Republicans, and Men of 
ts, Antimonarchical Principles, have been engag'd in 
fe. both, and are now viſibly ſtriking at our Conſtitu- 
of tion, Her Majeſty's Title, and the Proteſtant Suc- 
an-  celſion by their Addreſſes, and other ſeditious Li- 
ant bels. Tis probable they think by their Noife 
nd and Cant of Paſtve-Obedience, Church and | reroga- 


ds tive, &c. and the raiſing of a falſe Alarum, as if 0 
be. 28 4. 4 . ; 0 
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(44) | 
Government were in Danger by Men of Republican Princi - 
ples, to cover their own; rebellious Deſigns, which ſo. mani- 
teſtly ar d in the late Tumults of their Faction ; but they 
will themſelves miſtaken, for every Man, who is no! 
blinded with Piejudice, fees plam enough that all theſe Thing, 
ate a continu'd Series of Inſults upon the Queen and Parlia. 
ment, and that the Pretender i. at the Bottom of their Ple: 
for Heteditary-Right and Paſſive-Obedieuce, They bave ru- 
in'd all the Princes that ever yet Þ{en'd to their atbitrar) 
Councils ; and by ſcrewing the Prerogative too high, never: 
fail'd'at Taſt of bringing their Monarchs too low. K. Chayle, 
the Iſt bimfelf was ſo ſenſible of this, chat in a Letter to hi 
Son afterwards Charles the IId, writ at Newport in the I/ 
of bh November tbe,zgth, 1648, during his Confinement 
there, he gives him the following good Advice among thers, 
In this give Belief” to our Lene, never to affec 
mtre Greatneſs or Pretogative than what 3s really, and in- 
© trinſically tor the Good of your Subjects, (not tor Satista. 
ction of Favourites) and if you thus, uſe it, you will neve. 
want Means to be a Father to all, and à bountiful Price 1 
any you would be extraordinary Gracious unto. Hent/- 
Chronicle of the Inteſtine War, p. 349. 
Had the two Sons f6llbw'd this good Advice of their Fa 
ther which was taught him by woful Experinnce, the on 
wou'd never have ſcrew'd his Prerogative up to that Pitch : 
he did, by getting Paſſive- Obedience ſeemingly enacted in tl 
fifteenth Year of his Reign, Stat. 2. Cap. 1. by which } 
made both himſelf and his Subjects uneaſy during the who! 
Courſe gt his Government Nor wou'd the other have loſt h 
Crown by practiſing acecrdingly, and truſting ſo much t 
* thoſe who pretended to teach and believe it. By this we m 
ſee what Friends they are to Her Majeſty, V bo, by their Ac 
dreſſes, wou'd have Her to aſſume ſuch a Power as has ruin'd 
( moan by Her Predeceſſers; but *tis Het Majeſty's Happin«! 
as as ours, that ſhe is ſatisfy'd, with the Prerogari: 
, Which our Laws allow Her, and has roo much Senſe, as we 
as Religion, to liſten to fuch Advices ay are contraty to H. 
own Oath; and the ſtanding Laws, tho? the Faction makes 
bold with them in their-Agdreſles, 11. Gn 
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